The World’s 100
Greatest Places
The challenges of the past year and a half have transformed our world, and few
industries have been as affected as travel, tourism and hospitality. In many ways,
our third annual list of the World’s Greatest Places is a tribute to the people
and businesses at the forefront of those industries who, amid extraordinary
circumstances, found ways to adapt, build and innovate. It shines a light on
ingenuity, creativity, revitalization and reopenings in destinations across the
world. To compile this list, TIME solicited nominations of places from our
international network of correspondents and contributors, with an eye toward
those offering new and exciting experiences. The result: a list of 100 unique
destinations, from the idyllic Portuguese town of Arouca, now home to the world’s
longest pedestrian suspension bridge, to the continent of Antarctica, which
this December will experience a rare total solar eclipse. And while it may not
be possible to safely visit each place just yet, they’re all well worth reading (and
dreaming) about until it’s time, once again, to explore.
FEATURING
ACCRA, GHANA 84 / ANTARCTICA 68 / AROUCA, PORTUGAL 66 / ATHENS 82 / BANGKOK 71 / BATH, U.K. 65
/ BEIJING 72 / BELIZE 76 / BENGUERRA ISLAND, MOZAMBIQUE 73 / BERLIN 78 / BIG SKY, MONT. 89 /
BODRUM, TURKEY 74 / CÁCERES, SPAIN 83 / CAIRO 62 / CANNES, FRANCE 76 / CHIMANIMANI NATIONAL
PARK, MOZAMBIQUE 87 / CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND 78 / COIMBRA, PORTUGAL 62 / COSTA RICA 82 /
D E N V E R 6 8 / D E S A R U C O A S T, M A L A Y S I A 6 7 / D E S I G N D I S T R I C T, L O N D O N 8 4 / D U B A I 7 3 / E D I N B U R G H 6 2
/ FA R O E I S L A N D S , D E N M A R K 7 2 / G O L D C O A S T, A U S T R A L I A 6 9 / G O T H E N B U R G , S W E D E N 7 1 / G R E N A D A
79 / GYEONGJU, SOUTH KOREA 81 / HANOI 84 / HELSINKI 86 / HO CHI MINH CITY 77 / HOKKAIDO, JAPAN
74 / HOUSTON 63 / HUDSON VALLEY, NEW YORK 84 / INDIANAPOLIS 81 / ISLAND OF HAWAII 76 / JAIPUR,
INDIA 77 / JASPER, ALBERTA 80 / JOSÉ IGNACIO, URUGUAY 70 / KHAO YAI NATIONAL PARK, THAILAND
83 / KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, SOUTH AFRICA 85 / KWAZULU-NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA 73 / LA PAZ, MEXICO
78 / LAKE KHOVSGOL, MONGOLIA 66 / LAKE KIVU, RWANDA 78 / LAS VEGAS 72 / LIJIANG, CHINA 67 /
LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA 65 / LOIRE VALLEY, FRANCE 70 / LOS ANGELES 77 / MADRID 66 / MALDIVES 64
/ MARRAKECH, MOROCCO 89 / MEMPHIS 85 / MENDOZA, ARGENTINA 76 / NAPA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 64
/ N E G E V D E S E R T, I S R A E L 6 3 / N E W O R L E A N S 7 9 / N E W R I V E R G O R G E N A T I O N A L PA R K A N D P R E S E R V E ,
WEST VIRGINIA 76 / NEW YORK CITY 64 / NORTH GOA, INDIA 70 / NORTHLAND, NEW ZEALAND 75 / NUUK,
GREENLAND 77 / ODENSE, DENMARK 66 / OKAVANGO DELTA, BOTSWANA 80 / ORLANDO 70 / OSAKA,
JAPAN 71 / OSLO 84 / PARIS 87 / PATAGONIA NATIONAL PARK, CHILE 86 / PHILADELPHIA 80 / PHU
QUOC, VIETNAM 67 / PUERTO ESCONDIDO, MEXICO 66 /QUITO, ECUADOR 71 / REYKJAVÍK, ICELAND 83 /
ST. LOUIS 82 / SANTA FE, N.M. 78 / SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, SPAIN 85 / SÃO VICENTE, CAPE VERDE
75 / SARASOTA, FLA. 72 / SAVANNAH, GA. 64 / SEATTLE 86 / SIARGAO, PHILIPPINES 82 / SICILY, ITALY
6 5 / S I E M R E A P, C A M B O D I A 8 2 / S I N G A P O R E 8 8 / S O U T H E R N C A R P A T H I A N M O U N T A I N S , R O M A N I A 8 5 /
SYDNEY 74 / TAIPEI 64 / TALKEETNA, ALASKA 83 / TALLINN, ESTONIA 71 / TOKYO 79 / TUSCANY, ITALY 69
/ UYUNI SALT FLATS, BOLIVIA 88 / VENICE 89 / VIRGIN GORDA, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 67 / WADI DANA,
JORDAN 68 / WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 88 / ZURICH 88
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EDINBURGH
A refined reopening
The historic Scottish capital is
welcoming visitors back with a
wealth of new establishments.
The Gleneagles Hotel Group is set
to launch its first city hotel this
fall, Gleneagles Townhouse,
with 33 rooms, a roof terrace
and a members’ club. Recently
opened on the former site of a
renowned brewery, contemporary
hotel Moxy Edinburgh Fountainbridge features a rooftop bar
overlooking the city’s historic
castle and a built-in cinema. And
a new fine-dining restaurant,
Lalique, an hour’s drive from the
city at Scotland’s oldest working
distillery, The Glenturret,
launches in July and will be
helmed by Michelin-star-winning
chef Mark Donald—and feature
whisky as a key ingredient in its
contemporary Scottish cuisine.
—Madeline Roache

The University
of Coimbra
courtyard, with
the Mondego
River in the
background

Coimbra, Portugal
Fresh claims to fame

Located midway between Lisbon and Porto,
Portugal’s 13th century former capital has long been
known for the University of Coimbra, the oldest in
the country, founded in 1290. Now the riverfront
city is welcoming a host of new attractions. Among
them: Swedish bedmaker Hastens’ first-ever hotel,
the 15-room Hastens Sleep Spa, a micro-hotel
that aims to provide superior slumber by offering
super supportive beds with three-spring mattress
systems. Meanwhile, the Center for Contemporary
Art in Coimbra will display works by renowned
artists such as Mário Cesariny, Peter Zimmermann
and Helena Almeida. Coimbra is also investing
millions toward improving and preserving national
monuments, with restoration work already under
way on the ruins of the Monastery of Santa Claraa-Velha, built on the bank of the Mondego River.
—Tamara Hardingham-Gill

CAIRO
New vantages on
unique treasures
After 10 years of delay and
anticipation—and the pandemic’s
decimation of the vital national
tourism economy—the Grand
Egyptian Museum (GEM) is finally
scheduled to open this year in Giza.
A state-of-the-art architectural marvel of glass and concrete, GEM will
become the largest archaeological
museum in the world, with more
than 100,000 ancient artifacts—
including thousands from the tomb
of Pharaoh Tutankhamun—housed
within its modern walls. In addition
to GEM, the Egyptian government is investing heavily in other
projects designed to lure future
travelers to the capital. The Ahl
Misr Walkway is near completion
along the Nile Corniche, creating a
pedestrian-friendly outdoor space
to check out the waterway. Also
under development is the forthcoming Cairo Eye, which promises to
be the largest observation wheel
in Africa, expected to commence
spinning in 2022. Elsewhere, the
new St. Regis Cairo features
a library room, spa and floor-toceiling windows to make the most
of the river views. Just 15 minutes
from the Pyramids of Giza, the
Crowne Plaza West Cairo–Arkan
is set to open with 187 rooms later
this year. —Rebecca Katzman
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N E G E V D E S E R T, I S R A E L
Desert cultivation
This arid stretch of southern Israel
brings the past alive: it’s home to
the bohemian, Bedouin-influenced
city of Be’er Sheva, a peak
rumored to be the real Mount Sinai,
and amber canyons and concealed
valleys that make for amazing hikes.
Sinai or not, Mount Karkom’s
7,000-year-old rock carvings will
tempt the amateur historian;
farther south, agriculturalist Elaine
Solowey is cultivating dozens of
threatened or endangered plants,
such as ancient date palms and
frankincense, in a special garden,
due to open to the public in 2022.
Nearby, vintners have revived a
long-dead Nabataean wine region by
using more innovative approaches
to grape growing, like grafting
them onto vines that can withstand
higher levels of saline. And the
Six Senses Shaharut, opening
in August, will offer luxurious
villas that blend into the cliffside,
providing boundless desert views.
There is also a tented Bedouin-style
restaurant, camel stables and a fullservice spa. —Lucy Thackray

HOUSTON
Lone Star stunner
Houston—which welcomed around
100,000 new residents in 2019—
has emerged as one of the most
diverse cities in the American South.
It also boasts a plethora of exciting
dining options, including Musaafer,
which offers a menu inspired by
two chefs’ 100-day journey through
India. Downtown, POST Houston,
a concert venue, food and market
hall, and work space, will open
in a former post office this fall.
Meanwhile, Late August, a highly
anticipated restaurant led by Top
Chef finalist Dawn Burrell, will soon
open in the city’s new innovation
district. Nearby, further cultivating
the city’s creativity, is Project Row
Houses, a community-based arts
organization that restored a group
of row houses to provide art studios
and exhibition spaces for local
artists and affordable housing for
young mothers. —Kayla Stewart
B E N N Y M A R T Y— S H U T T E R S T O C K
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SAVANNAH, GA.
Revitalized riverfronts

New York City
Back in business

New York City is back from its pandemic hibernation, and
soon, live theater will be too: Broadway is set to reopen
in September. Art lovers are already taking in reopened or
reimagined museums, like Dia:Chelsea, a contemporary
installation space, and the Frick Madison’s (formerly
Frick Collection) new residence in the Breuer on Madison Avenue, a building previously occupied by the Met.
New restaurants and bars like Harlem Biscuit Company, Sona and Em Vietnamese Bistro offer creative
menus and the opportunity to support BIPOC-owned
dining, and dim sum favorite Jing Fong is reopening in
Chinatown. Moynihan Train Hall, a new 17-track expansion of Penn Station, brings the future of travel to the
forefront, while heady outdoor offerings, like the city’s
newest Hudson River park, the Thomas Heathewick–
designed, Barry Diller–funded Little Island (above),
provide space for respite and play. —Kayla Stewart

MALDIVES
An ever changing archipelago
The Maldives was the first country
to offer quarantine-free stays for
anyone who is vaccinated. In an
effort to draw even more visitors,
it also has plans to offer vaccines
to tourists on arrival—once all
residents have had the opportunity
to receive a jab, of course. And there
are plenty of other reasons to keep
an eye on these electric blue atolls.
The latest man-made Maldivian
archipelago, Fari Islands, features
restaurants, boutiques and a beach
club, accessible to guests from
the islands’ newly opened luxury
resorts: Patina Maldives and the
Ritz-Carlton Maldives. The most
extensive coral-regeneration project
in the Maldives can be found at the
eco-friendly favorite Velaa Private
Island. And in 2022, construction
begins on a pioneering floating city,
created to stave off rising sea levels.
—Katie Lockhart
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Taipei

Culture and quiet
This year’s slate of openings further
burnishes Taipei’s credentials as a cultural
capital. Spring saw the debut of the city’s
National Center of Photography and Images,
an institution dedicated to the research,
preservation and exhibition of Taiwan’s
photographic history. Meanwhile, the Taipei
Performing Arts Center—with its striking
architecture, defined by a giant silver
sphere protruding from one side of the
building (right)—seems set to become a
city landmark when it opens later in 2021.
Another new arrival: Hilton’s 175-room Hotel
Resonance Taipei, which boasts a boxy blackand-white exterior designed to evoke frames
on a film roll. Visitors looking for a respite
from the fun and fast pace of the city can visit
nearby Yangmingshan National Park, which
was named the World’s First Urban Quiet
Park in June 2020. —Dan Q. Dao

In fall 2020, Napa
Valley—renowned for
fine wine, farm-to-table
restaurants and laidback luxury resorts—
was devastated by
California’s recordsetting wildfires. Though
scars remain, the
region is on the road to
recovery. Wine-tasting
rooms are reopening,
and two new high-end
resorts will debut in
2021: The Four Seasons
in Calistoga, the only
resort in California
built amid a working
winery; and the 700acre Stanly Ranch in
Carneros, where most
cottages have outdoor
showers and some
have outdoor fireplaces.
Add to these the new
restaurant Fleetwood,
offering wood-fired
pizza, and a new tasting
room in a restored
19th century mansion
at Faust winery, and
this fertile part of
Northern California
is demonstrating its
resilience, as well as its
trademark hospitality.
—Matt Villano

LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA
A culinary capital

N E W YO R K C I T Y: A M R A L F I K Y— T H E N E W YO R K T I M E S/ R E D U X ; TA I P E I : C O U R T E S Y C H R I S S T O W E R S — O M A ; S I C I LY: C O U R T E S Y V E R D U R A R E S O R T/ R O C C O F O R T E H O T E L S

The riverfront of the Hostess City
of the South is undergoing some
radical changes, transforming
underutilized space into new
districts, bringing more of the city’s
hidden treasures into view. On the
site of a former power station, the
newly opened Plant Riverside
District offers multiple restaurants,
most with river views and outdoor
seating, such as the Germanstyle Riverside Biergarten. Its
towering dual smokestacks hover
above music venues, morning
mindful-yoga classes and the
new JW Marriott Savannah,
which features a rooftop lounge.
About a mile east is Eastern
Wharf, a 54-acre development
that will include the Thompson
Savannah. More buzzy openings
include The Jules, housed in a
renovated 19th century mansion
on the Historic District’s Chippewa
Square, and the 3 Points Food
Court, a food-truck park that hosts
yard games, movie nights and live
musical acts. —Janine Clements

N A P A V A L L E Y,
CALIFORNIA
Restoring wine
country

The Slovenian capital’s already
acclaimed gastronomic scene got a
huge boost with the 2020 unveiling
of its first ever Michelin Guide—six
of its restaurants have been awarded
a total of seven Michelin stars.
Among them: chef Jorg Zupan’s
much lauded Atelje, which reopened
in May—after pivoting to takeout
during the pandemic—returning
to its ever changing tasting menu
showcasing Slovenian ingredients,
like dry-aged Krskoolje pork. Odprta
kuhna (Open Kitchen), the Fridaynight food market featuring the
area’s top food purveyors, whose
return has been highly anticipated,
is also one of the city’s most beloved
culinary traditions. Other notable
additions include the Fuzzy Log, an
eco-friendly hostel whose guests
can sleep in rooftop tents and log
cabins (among other options),
and soon, Cukrarna, a repurposed
19th century sugar refinery, which
will debut next year as a new mixeduse cultural venue.
—Tamara Hardingham-Gill
A suite at
Verdura Resort
on the island
of Sicily

Sicily, Italy

History by the seaside
Italy’s largest island is urging visitors back with governmentsubsidized incentives including free hotel stays and museum access.
(Vouchers are in limited supply, sold through authorized travel
agencies.) New seaside resorts add further allure to Sicily’s plentiful
sights—which include Greek temples, Byzantine mosaics and one
of Europe’s most active volcanoes. The latest Rocco Forte property,
Villa Igiea, housed in a historic villa overlooking the bay of Palermo,
opened in June after a two-year renovation, and offers sea views from
its patio and terraced gardens. Another Forte offering, the Verdura
Resort on the other side of the island, just debuted new villas and will
soon have a golf course. Also fresh on the scene is the San Domenico
Palace, Taormina, now a Four Seasons hotel situated on a cliffside
on the site of a 14th century convent, with an infinity pool and three
restaurants for guests to choose from. —Brekke Fletcher

BATH, U.K.
Leaning into literary roots
The southwestern seaside
British city of Bath may soon be
better known for its pop culture
contributions than the ancient
Roman baths for which it’s named.
Author Mary Shelley created
scientist Victor Frankenstein and
his monster while living in the
city in the early 19th century,
and this summer the House
of Frankenstein will open and
welcome its first guests to brave
an immersive exhibition that
includes escape rooms inspired
by Frankenstein’s laboratory.
Elsewhere around town, fans of the
Netflix series Bridgerton—which
was filmed, in part, in Bath—have
been pouring into the city to
immerse themselves in the drama
and scandal of the Regency-era
romance with new guided tours.
There’s no shortage of places to
stay downtown, including the Hotel
Indigo Bath, a 166-room boutique
hotel set in a historic Georgian
terrace house, which opened in fall
2020. —Madeline Roache
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P U E R TO E S C O N D I D O,
MEXICO
Rising design destination

Arouca, Portugal

On the Pacific coast, a small surf
town known for its mix of laid-back
chic and untamed oceanfront is
quickly transforming into a design
hub. In May, Puerto Escondido
attracted the attention of
international curators and collectors
with its inaugural Mexican Design
Fair—a buzzy event showcasing
the work of an array of creators
including designer Liliana Ovalle
and architect Pablo Kobayashi.
Recent openings in the area
include two boutique beachfront
properties: Casona Sforza, a
hotel whose exterior is defined by
a series of clustered brick arches,
and Hotel Escondido, a minimalist
enclave with 16 thatched-roof
bungalows. New restaurants and
bars are also popping up, such
as Espacio Cometa, an unfussy
outdoor sand-floored café that
serves contemporary breakfast
specialties like avocado toast and
açai bowls, as well as cocktails
and dinner at night. Later this year,
celebrated local chef Alejandro Ruiz
will open Casa Oaxaca del Mar, a
new seaside outpost of his Oaxaca
City restaurant focusing on locally
caught seafood. —Brekke Fletcher

With its white churches and tiled town
square, Arouca, a Portuguese town an
hour south of Porto, was already noted
for its beauty. Now, thanks to the debut of
516 Arouca, the world’s longest pedestrian
suspension bridge, Arouca is receiving
global attention for its engineering.
Made from steel cables, the 1,693-ft.-long
structure is suspended 574 ft. above the
Paiva River, a popular spot for rafting,
and takes around 10 minutes to cross. The
newly opened attraction can be found
in Arouca Geopark, part of UNESCO’s
European Geoparks Network and known
for its nature tourism and extreme-sports
activities. The park also boasts a steep and
zigzagging 5.1-mile-long wooden walking
path; Roman and medieval ruins; and the
Monastery of Arouca, one of the country’s
largest granite buildings.
—Tamara Hardingham-Gill

ODENSE, DENMARK
Fairy-tale city
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516 Arouca,
the world’s
longest
pedestrian
suspension
bridge

Lake Khovsgol, Mongolia
Untold depths

The little sister of Russia’s better-known Lake Baikal,
Mongolia’s extraordinary Lake Khovsgol has all of
the beauty and none of the crowds (at least for now).
At depths close to 900 ft., this astonishing ancient
body holds about 70% of the nation’s fresh water.
A new airport south of Ulan Bator will triple existing
capacity this year, and the plan to add nonstop
Mongolian Airlines flights from the U.S. is set to
make the “Blue Pearl of Mongolia” more accessible
than ever before. —Yulia Denisyuk

MADRID
Safeguarding
tradition
Social distancing is
not conducive to the
intimate art form of
Spanish flamenco, nor
to Madrid’s famous
tablaos, where the dance
is usually performed.
While Spain’s Ministry
of Culture invested more
than €1.1 million in
flamenco last year to help
the industry ride out the
pandemic, the next few
months will be crucial in
determining whether the
city’s tablaos can survive
beyond 2021. New luxury
hotels opening this
year are sure to help by
attracting first-time and
return visitors, including
the remodeled Rosewood
Villa Magna, the brand’s
first Spanish property;
Mandarin Oriental Ritz,
a recently restored
Belle Epoque hotel in the
center of the capital; and
the 200-room Madrid
Edition, set in a historic
square featuring a roof
terrace and sky bar.
—T.H.G.

Lijiang, China

A launch point for adventure
A RO U CA : V I O L E TA S A N TOS M O U R A — R EU T ERS; K H OVS G O L : TAY LO R W EID M A N —
L I G H T RO CK E T/G E T T Y I M AG ES; L I J I A N G: M A RI O W EI GT— A N ZE N B ERG ER /R ED UX

An hour and a half by train from
Copenhagen, Odense is located
on a quiet island with colorful
half-timbered houses and crooked
cobblestone streets. Hans
Christian Andersen was born
in the sleepy city, which this
summer will see the opening of
the brand-new H.C. Andersen
House. Designed by Japanese
architect Kengo Kuma, the museum
was designed with his famous
fairy tales in mind. Exhibitions
include experiential tributes to the
tales: in a Little Mermaid–inspired
area, for example, visitors can lie
down beneath a glass ceiling to
look up into a pool of water and
imagine they are in the ocean. If
traversing the magic of Andersen’s
stories works up an appetite, the
nearby Storms Pakhus street-food
hall—a 100-year-old warehouse
with stalls offering everything
from freshly baked naan to fish and
chips—is a decidedly contemporary
counterpoint. —Karen Burshtein

Bridging the gap

With its ancient cobbled lanes and overlapping
waterways, the Lijiang Old Town in Yunnan province,
named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997, has
long been a popular escape destination for China’s
city dwellers. The smoky flavors of dishes from the
country’s Naxi minority are popular with visitors, as
is the selection of craft beers and cocktails in the
charming pub Stone the Crows. And several new
luxury hotels work to highlight the region’s natural
beauty. Among them: Hylla Vintage Hotel and Cloud
Nature Experience Center, whose undulating,
walkable roof mimics the rolling hills behind it; and
Hilton Lijiang, which has its own hanging garden.
Lijiang is also the main access point for Tiger
Leaping Gorge—a spectacular hiking trail tracing
the Jinsha River—which just reopened after a halfyear closure for renovations.
—Charlie Campbell

Desaru Coast,
Malaysia
A beach escape

The saying “If you build
it, they will come” is
very true of Desaru
Coast, an ambitious
new resort area in the
state of Johor. Spanning
more than 3,900 acres
along a pristine 17-km
stretch of beachfront
real estate, the area
offers some of Malaysia’s
most coveted luxury
bolt-holes. In 2020,
the One&Only Desaru
Coast, the brand’s
first property in Asia,
debuted as a spectacular
tropical sanctuary with
a spa and golf course.
Also newly opened is
the Anantara Desaru
Coast Resort and Villas,
with lush gardens and
lagoon swimming pools.
Other draws include
championship golf
courses and cruises
through the Sedili
Wetlands, a freshwater
swamp home to the
endangered water
trumpet. The imminent
opening of the Desaru
Coast Ferry Terminal
will offer increased
transit options for
Singapore and Indonesia.
—Duncan Forgan

VIRGIN GORDA,
BRITISH VIRGIN
ISLANDS
Respite and renewal
After being hit by Hurricanes Irma
and Maria in 2017, the British
Virgin Islands are on the mend.
And nowhere in the territory’s
approximately 60 islands and cays
is the recovery more noticeable
than in the North Sound on the
northern coast of Virgin Gorda,
home to several iconic island
resorts. The Gorda Corridor sees
the return of classic retreats
including Rosewood Little Dix
Bay, a family-friendly resort that
offers seclusion along a mile-long
beach, after a four-year closure and
a multimillion-dollar renovation.
Saba Rock, a small island (and
beloved watering hole for boaters)
that was previously closed because
of hurricane damage, has been
fully renovated and reopens in
the fall as a nine-suite private
resort. And neighboring Bitter End
Yacht Club, also in the midst of
rebuilding, plans to unveil a clutch
of bungalows and a restaurant and
bar by year’s end, signaling, one
hopes, a sweet start to 2022.
—Sarah Greaves-Gabbadon

PHU QUOC, VIETNAM
Idyllic paradise
Known as the “jewel of Vietnam,”
this teardrop-shaped resort and
fishing island has become one of
the fastest-growing destinations
in Southeast Asia: in 2019,
Phu Quoc attracted 5 million
visitors, a 30% increase from
the year before. It’s expected to
reopen to vaccinated international
travelers in the fall, and continues
to entice tourists with visa-free
stays for up to 30 days. Lodging
options abound: earlier this year,
the expansive, 375-villa New World
Phu Quoc Resort, which boasts
a private stretch of beach and
lush landscaped gardens, made
its debut, as did the $2.8 billion
Phu Quoc United Center, a
massive entertainment complex
featuring a theme park, golf course
and casino—in addition to a series
of hotels. Nearby, the Regent
Phu Quoc, a new ultra-luxury
hotel with five swimming pools
and floor-to-ceiling beach-facing
windows, is expected to welcome
its first guests by December.
—Dan Q. Dao
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Antarctica

G O L D C OA S T,
AUSTRALIA
Surfers’ playground

A rare sight at the South Pole

DENVER
Rocky Mountain high
With the dramatic peaks of the
southern Rockies to its west,
action-packed Denver is one of
the best cities in the U.S. to grab
a local craft beer or watch some
baseball—this year it hosted the
MLB All-Star Game. A pregame
stop at The Beer Spa that opened
in February—where customers
can sip a beer while soaking in a
bath infused with hops, barley and
herbs—is practically a prerequisite.
The city also hosts a flourishing
food scene, and plenty of hotels are
slated to launch this year, including
Hyatt’s Thompson Denver in the
center of town and the swanky
Clayton Members Club &
Hotel in Cherry Creek. Canadian
train-touring company Rocky
Mountaineer’s new Rockies
to Red Rocks route will offer a
picturesque way to get to town—
and to experience the stunning
mountains between Moab, Utah,
and Denver on a two-day luxury rail
journey. It also serves as a prompt
to venture outside the city to
Red Rocks’ jaw-dropping outdoor
amphitheater for a concert with
a view. —Stacey Lastoe

In the early morning hours of Dec. 4, 2021, a solar
eclipse will plunge the Antarctic Peninsula into
momentary darkness, offering the fortunate few
who happen to be in the region not one but two
rare experiences. Several Antarctic cruise lines are
offering special expeditions set to coincide with
the event, including Oceanwide Expeditions,
Silversea and Abercrombie & Kent, all of which
will afford views from the iceberg-studded Weddell
Sea, where the eclipse will be best seen in its totality.
Demand for Antarctic cruises, before the pandemic,
had increased over recent years, and most berths
are already booked. But fear not: another Antarctic
eclipse is on its way on Dec. 15, 2039. —Aryn Baker

Australia’s sixth largest city, Gold
Coast, hugs the country’s eastern
shore: think perennially warm
water, some of the world’s best
surf and a reputation for glitz and
glamour. Its trendiness continues
this year with many additions. In
Palm Beach, The Mysa Motel is
a newly opened (and nearly 100%
solar-powered) seven-room property,
bursting with retro upcycled details
like vintage breeze blocks. For
those in search of responsible
pampering, Gwinganna, the
luxurious health retreat co-owned
by Hugh Jackman, offers wellness
seminars and organic food, and was
voted World’s Best Eco Spa at the
World Spa Awards last year. The
city’s cultural credentials are also
getting a serious upgrade: the HOTA
Home of the Arts precinct has
reopened after a redevelopment and
now boasts a $46 million gallery
alongside its outdoor stage, two
cinemas, a rooftop bar, parklands
and a swimming lagoon.
—Melissa Fagan

T U S C A N Y, I T A L Y
Uffizi on tour

WADI DANA, JORDAN
Eyes in the sky
Nestled in the remote Wadi Dana
valley, the Dana Biosphere
Reserve is Jordan’s largest nature
preserve. Spanning over 120 sq. mi.
of four distinct biogeographical
zones, the reserve is home to rare
regional flora and fauna including
25 protected endangered animal
species, like the Syrian wolf and
the spiny-tailed lizard. In March—
to better protect the expansive
area and the animals that inhabit
it—conservation experts launched
drones to survey the region to
help curb poaching and carry out
surveys of the mountainous area.
Wadi Dana is also at the forefront
of ecotourism initiatives like the
award-winning Feynan Ecolodge,
a solar-powered guesthouse that
employs staff from local Bedouin
families. —Yulia Denisyuk
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An iceberg
along the
Antarctic
Peninsula

PETER FISHER

Much of Tuscany’s appeal is its
timelessness, so when something
innovative happens, like 2021’s
Uffizi Diffusi (Scattered Uffizi)
project, take note. The brainchild of
director Eike Schmidt, the idea is to
disperse Renaissance works, along
with visitors who would typically
flock to Florence, to some of the
region’s ancient towns, beginning
with the hilltop villages of Poppi and
San Godenzo. Meanwhile, Tuscany’s
famous thermal waters will get new
attention with the summer reopening of the Grotta Giusti Thermal
Spa Resort (now a Marriott
property) just outside Monsummano
Terme, and the opening of the Sense
Experience Resort in the southern
coastal Maremma area, surrounded
by just over 12 acres of private park
and pine forest and providing access
to a private beach. —Julia Buckley
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Tallinn, Estonia
Cruising and perusing

ORLANDO
The magic continues
In October, Walt Disney World,
the crown jewel of American theme
parks, will begin an 18-month
celebration of its 50th anniversary,
debuting several attractions
and activities. Scurry through a
larger-than-life Parisian kitchen
on the new Remy’s Ratatouille
Adventure ride, or take in
Epcot’s forthcoming Harmonious
waterfront spectacular, a
dynamic show incorporating music,
fountains and pyrotechnics. Thrills
abound at neighboring parks as
well, with a new Jurassic World–
themed VelociCoaster boasting
a 140-ft. drop and zero-gravity
stall—in which the track rotates
360 degrees above the surface of
a lagoon—at Universal’s Islands
of Adventure. Other attractions,
including SeaWorld Orlando’s
tundra-themed Ice Breaker and
a drop tower at ICON Park—the
world’s tallest, at 430 ft.—are
slated to open by year’s end. Among
the newest lodging options: the
AC Hotel by Marriott Orlando, and
the 349-room Walt Disney World
Swan Reserve. —Carlye Wisel

Although perhaps best known as
a laid-back beach destination,
the western Indian state of Goa is
soon to make a sartorial splash.
The Moda Goa Museum and
Research Centre—a longtime
passion project of one of India’s
most famous fashion designers,
the late Wendell Rodricks—is due
to open in October in Rodricks’
historic Colvale home. The
museum will feature 18 galleries
housing more than 800 pieces
and cultural artifacts from the
designer’s personal collection,
including the swimsuit worn by
1966 Miss World Reita Feria
and gold jewelry dating from the
1600s. Other additions to vibrant
North Goa include MansionHaus,
a nine-suite boutique hotel and
private members’ club that opened
this year in a 19th century villa in
Anjuna, and the upcoming King’s
Mansion in Candolim, a luxury
hotel and seaside spa that pledges
to incorporate traditional Ayurvedic
medicine into wellness treatments
that are personalized with the help
of genetic analysis. —Sarah Khan

70

TIME August 2/August 9, 2021

Chez Leonardo

Between its beautiful castles and royal
residences, the Loire Valley has long been
a treasure trove of history. Now Château
du Clos Lucé (above), the final home of
Leonardo da Vinci, has a new pièce de
résistance: a 5,380-sq.-ft. cultural center
and museum featuring an innovative
exhibit that projects 17 legendary
Leonardo works, including The Last
Supper, onto the walls and ceiling of the
ground-floor gallery and 3-D animations
highlighting some of his inventions. The

past comes to life at the 15th century
Château d’Ainay-le-Vieil, one of the
best-preserved fortresses from that
time, which now offers accommodations
in farmhouses on its grounds. Other
additions in the area include the Loire
Valley Lodges, where visitors can stay
in luxury treehouses, and the opening
of La Maison Tatin, a hotel in the
19th century residence where the Tatin
sisters created the upside-down French
pastry by accident. —Michelle Tchea

José Ignacio, Uruguay
Relaxed getaway

A shimmy up the Atlantic coastline from Montevideo, José Ignacio
is uncrowded and unbuttoned. In time for the 2021 summer season,
Posada LUZ, a country retreat with olive groves, a miniforest, a
vineyard and an infinity pool, is set for a November opening. One of
James Turrell’s Skyspace installations—large, enclosed chambers
with apertures in the ceilings that open up to the sky—is coming in
November to nearby Posada Ayana, his first freestanding work in
South America. There are new beachside bungalows at Bahia Vik
with individual suites featuring oversize art and a pool set among
sand dunes, plus the wood-clad bookstore-gallery-hotel Rizoma.
The area’s restaurant of choice is La Huella, which sits in the dunes,
serving freshly grilled seafood. The nearby bar Solera offers a choice
of no fewer than 350 wines, many local. —Julia Buckley
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NORTH GOA, INDIA
Dressed up on the coast

Loire Valley, France

Thirty years after declaring its
independence from the Soviet Union,
Estonia has emerged as one of the
world’s leading digital economies,
home to companies such as Skype
and Wise. And its capital, Tallinn,
with a medieval city center and a
NATO cybersecurity center, embraces
modernity while celebrating its history.
A solar-powered cruise terminal
at the Port of Tallinn is scheduled
to open in July, just in time for the
resumption of Baltic cruising: from July
through September, the MSC Seaview
will make port in Tallinn. In less hightech attractions, the city is encouraging
a shift to walking tours for shore
excursions (reducing the number of
buses shuttling passengers from the
port to the old city). Elsewhere, a new
long-distance hiking route connects
Tallinn to Estonia’s southern neighbors
Latvia and Lithuania through a
1,330-mile cross-border Forest Trail.
—Yulia Denisyuk

BANGKOK
Perpetual motion

QU I TO, E C U A D O R
Heritage hub

Bangkok has always been
known for its hustle and
bustle. Soon the Thai capital
will boast Southeast Asia’s
largest railway terminal as
well. In November, Bang Sue
Grand Station, containing 26
platforms over four floors, is
expected to open, shuttling
passengers all over the
country and the wider region.
Replacing the iconic Hua
Lamphong station’s former
hub—which will become a
railway museum—the new
station will support intercity,
underground, commuter
and high-speed services.
Two luxury hotels have
also opened on Bangkok’s
riverfront: Andy Miller and
Richard Scott Wilson’s
playful Capella Bangkok,
where each room and
suite has a river view, and
the Four Seasons Hotel
Bangkok at Chao Phraya
River, which offers open-air
terraces, pools and a lobby
art-exhibition space. Recent
restaurant openings include
Aksorn—by legendary
chef David Thompson, who
creates dishes from vintage
Thai cookbooks—and
Charmgang, which opened
before the pandemic
shutdown, known for its
curry. —Duncan Forgan

Ecuador’s stunning capital city is also
a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
its Colonial Center bursting with
examples of 16th to 18th century
architecture and design. But there
are plenty of new reasons to visit
Quito: Zingaro, a restaurant and
gastronomic hub where rotating
chefs provide casual takes on both
regional dishes and world food,
cocktails and beer, recently opened
in the La Vicentina neighborhood.
The Casa Anabela Hotel Boutique
offers 11 rooms in a renovated, and
strikingly pink, late 19th century
building. And the elegant Casa
Gangotena, a Relais & Châteaux
hotel in the historic center of Quito,
just opened its first spa. (Go for the
signature Chuspa Andina massage,
which utilizes pouches full of warm
Andean herbs.) Quito is also a great
jumping-off point to explore all
manner of natural wonders, including
volcanoes, hot springs and national
parks—all of which have been made
more accessible with the launch of
two convenient tourist-bus services:
Wanderbus Ecuador supplies guided
set itineraries, and Ecuador Hop
offers open-ended hop-on-hop-off
options. —Karen Catchpole

Gothenburg, Sweden

O S A K A , J A PA N
Vivid fun

This year, the city of Gothenburg will mark its
400th anniversary with a series of events
and exhibits. The main installation from the
Museum of Gothenburg, Gothenburg Stories,
includes interviews with a cross section of
100 locals about life in Gothenburg, and is on
display in a public square through September.
In keeping with its eco-centric ethos, the city
is expanding Jubileumsparken (Centenary
Park)—a waterfront area that includes a
playground and a heated pool—and the new
Hisingsbron Bridge, which has a midsection
that lifts to accommodate river traffic, allows
residents to bike and walk over the Gota Alv.
More than a dozen new restaurants and
bars have also opened over the past year,
including Monopolet, with its five-course
street-food menu, and Dugges Pils, a beer bar
that serves everything from jackfruit tacos to
wings with Korean ketchup. —M.T.

With its neon billboards, forwardthinking architecture and plentiful
entertainment options, Osaka is
bursting with youthful energy. For
the design-savvy, the first W Hotel
in Japan opened in Osaka this
year, with a black monolith facade
and vibrant interiors designed by
Osaka’s own Pritzker Prize–winning
architect Tadao Ando. Another much
lauded (and colorful) opening: the
world’s first Super Nintendo World,
an addition to Universal Studios
Japan. The themed area’s whimsical
attractions—including question
blocks that you hit to collect coins—
make you feel as if you’re inside a
game. Get energized on a cute Super
Mushroom pizza bowl, then take off
on the multilevel augmented-reality
Mario Kart ride. —La Carmina

Four centuries and counting
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BEIJING
Action-packed metropolis

DUBAI
Bringing the world together

Squeezing the bustling Chinese
capital into a long weekend just
became a lot tougher. Apart from
the obligatory tour of the Ming
Dynasty Forbidden City, abode of
emperors, there’s clambering up the
Great Wall and taking in an evening
of Peking opera. But that was all
before this summer’s opening of
Beijing Universal Studios. Along
with a slew of cinematic attractions
including the Transformers-themed
Decepticoaster, the park also
boasts new high-end hotels such
as the Universal Studios Grand
Hotel, which has movie-inspired
interiors, and the Nuo Resort
Hotel, featuring greenery inspired
by ancient royal gardens. What’s
more, the fast-approaching 2022
Beijing Winter Olympics have
brought a new high-speed rail link
that puts Nanshan ski resort’s 25
trails and snowboard theme park
within 40 minutes of downtown.
—Charlie Campbell

After a year’s delay because
of the pandemic, Expo 2020,
a multibillion-dollar six-month
fair expected to draw 25 million
visitors, will make its long-awaited
debut in Dubai this October.
Almost 200 pavilions created
by countries around the world
will showcase their respective
cultures and achievements.
(Italy’s exhibition, for example,
will feature a 3-D-printed replica
of Michelangelo’s David, and
Singapore will emphasize the
country’s commitment to
sustainability with lush indoor
hanging gardens.) Elsewhere,
the otherworldly Museum of the
Future, an exhibition space housed
within a ringlike steel edifice
aglow with Arabic calligraphy,
nears completion. Thrill seekers
will love Ain Dubai, the world’s
tallest Ferris wheel, and the new
John Wick roller coaster at the
Hollywood-inspired theme park
Motiongate Dubai. New luxury
hotels like SLS Dubai, which
boasts infinity pools on the top of
the 75-story tower, and St. Regis
Dubai, the Palm—connected from
the man-made island it is located
on to the city’s sights via its own
monorail station—provide a break
from the action. And the 795-room
Atlantis, The Royal will open later
this year, with restaurants from
celebrity chefs Ariana Bundy and
José Andrés. —Sarah Khan

LAS VEGAS
Excess and innovation
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Worth the journey

The Faroe Islands, the remote Danish archipelago positioned in the Atlantic
about halfway between Iceland and Scotland, has seen tourism double over the
past five years. Getting to or navigating the islands hasn’t always been easy, but
visitors have flocked nonetheless to their windswept craggy coasts, multicolored
cottages and colonies of puffins. Now, the Eysturoy tunnel—a landmark
addition to the underwater highway complex connecting the archipelago—links
the cosmopolitan capital of Torshavn with the second most populous island.
This marvel of engineering contains the world’s first undersea roundabout,
with an illuminated, sea blue central pillar decorated by Faroese artist Trondur
Patursson. More inbound air-travel options are on the horizon with the
resumption of flights to and from Edinburgh. —Brad Japhe

Sarasota, Fla.

The growing Gulf Coast scene
Miami has long held the reins on all things
young and hip in Florida. But there’s something
special percolating along the once sleepy Gulf
Coast these days. Celebrating its centennial this
year, Sarasota is proving itself a vital cultural
capital with the new Sarasota Art Museum of
Ringling College, housed in the former Sarasota
High School building, with exhibitions featuring
the work of artists such as Robert Colescott,
Charles McGill and Samo Davis. Phase 1 of
The Bay, a project that will redevelop 53 acres
of city land into a bayfront public park, is set
to debut this year, including the meandering
Mangrove Bayou Walkway, which opened in
April, and the Sunset Boardwalk. And across the
John Ringling Causeway, two upscale beachfront
properties recently unveiled major renovations:
Lido Beach Pavilion and The Resort at Longboat
Key Club, both superior spots to watch the sun
set over the shimmering Gulf waters. —B.J.

F A R O E : D E N I S M E Y E R — H A N S L U C A S/ R E D U X ; S A R A S O TA : P E T E R F I S H E R ; B E N G U E R R A : C O U R T E S Y E L S A YO U N G

New casinos, new restaurants and
an Elon Musk–developed tunnel
system are among the exciting
developments that are part and
parcel of Las Vegas’ post-pandemic
rebound. A major addition to the
city’s casinos is Resorts World
Las Vegas, which opened in late
June and comprises three hotels,
a hawker-style food court and the
theater hosting Carrie Underwood’s
residency. In Vegas’ west suburbs,
Al Solito Posto is a newly debuted
upscale-but-old-school Italian joint
that serves elevated iterations of
eggplant and chicken parmigiana,
lasagna and, for dessert, pie-size
rainbow cookies. But—despite the
fanfare for other openings—it’s
Musk’s innovation that is receiving
the most attention. The 1.7-mile
tunnel—the brainchild of Musk’s
Boring Co.—opened in June to
transport visitors between facilities
at the city’s sprawling Convention
Center. The chariots: Teslas, of
course. —Matt Villano

Faroe Islands, Denmark

Kisawa
Sanctuary’s
wellness center
and gym on
Benguerra Island

Benguerra Island, Mozambique

KWAZULU-NATAL,
SOUTH AFRICA
Artisanal escape

The second largest island of Mozambique’s Bazaruto Archipelago
remains a low-key idyllic drop in the Indian Ocean—the island sits
within a national marine reserve. It is about to see its tourist profile
rise with the opening of the Kisawa Sanctuary, the world’s first
3-D-printed resort built with sand and seawater mortar. The ultraexclusive 12-bungalow resort is a beautiful base from which to
explore Benguerra Island’s flamingo beaches and pristine coral reefs,
where dugongs, manta rays and tiger sharks dwell, with minimal
human interaction. This one-of-a-kind experience comes with a
hefty price tag, though: nightly rates for bungalows start at almost
$6,000 and include a butler, meals crafted by private chefs, a sunset
sail and a massage. —Travis Levius

With surfable beaches and worldheritage-class parklands, the
province of KwaZulu-Natal, located
on South Africa’s Western Cape,
is eye-poppingly beautiful. KZN,
as it’s known, has a warm but mild
climate, which is perhaps why
Club Med, the popular purveyor of
all-inclusive vacations, is planning
its first South African resort on
the Dolphin Coast, not far outside
Durban, KZN’s biggest city. Other
fun new attractions include
Durban’s +258, a Mozambican
restaurant and cultural center, and
an hour away, in the KZN midlands,
The Old Mushroom Farm, a former
farm with work spaces for artisans
and self-catering accommodation.
—Belinda Luscombe

Supercharged eco-luxury
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SYDNEY
Harborside stunners
Sydney’s already iconic skyline has
welcomed several new additions—
most notably a glittering, silver 890ft. skyscraper that is now the tallest
in Australia’s most populous city.
Crown Sydney (and its five-star
hotel) opened in December, capping
the multibillion-dollar redevelopment of the city’s former docklands,
a precinct now known as Barangaroo, which includes apartments, restaurants and bars, and a waterfront
path and nature reserve. Elsewhere,
the University of Sydney opened the
Chau Chak Wing Museum, a boxy
concrete structure featuring exhibitions on art, science, history and
ancient cultures. These new additions join some of Sydney’s more
avant-garde architectural offerings,
including Darling Square’s unique
Exchange building, wrapped
in circular softwood ribbons by
architect Kengo Kuma, and Frank
Gehry’s “crumpled paper bag”:a
curvy brick university edifice that
overlooks the Goods Line, a former
rail line turned public greenway.
—Katrina Lobley

An onsenstyle soaking
tub at the
Higashiyama
Niseko Village,
a Ritz-Carlton
Reserve on
the island of
Hokkaido

SÃO VICENTE,
CAPE VERDE
Music in the air

Hokkaido,
Japan

Northern exposure
The northernmost
Japanese island of
Hokkaido is one of the
archipelago’s largest,
least populous and most
magical. Following the
opening of the RitzCarlton Reserve in
Niseko late last year, new
hotels like the Hoshino
Resorts Kai Poroto
and Aman Niseko are
slated to follow suit
in the next two years,
catering to an increasing
number of winter-sports
enthusiasts. But there are
attractions for culture
and history buffs too.
The recently opened
Upopoy National Ainu
Museum and Park,
dedicated to the local
Indigenous Ainu people,
features exhibitions and
traditional performances.
Although the region
continues to grow as
an outdoor winter
playground for skiing
and snowboarding,
more warm-weather
adventures are popping
up: the first treetop
trekking facility in
eastern Hokkaido
opened last year, while
a new 140-km circuit
looping around Sapporo
is in the works.
—Michelle Tchea

BODRUM, TURKEY
Riviera on the rise
The seaside city of Bodrum has
reinvented itself several times
over the past few decades—from
a quiet fishing village to a popular
resort town to a glamorous
hot spot, often called the St. Tropez
of Turkey. (Look no further than
its superyacht marina, which
reportedly draws billionaires like Bill
Gates and Roman Abramovich.) It’s
no wonder, then, that it’s welcoming
a slew of luxe new lodging options,
including the Bodrum Loft, an
eco-friendly community of villas;
the METT Hotel & Beach Resort
Bodrum, a five-star waterside
resort; and the Radisson
Collection Hotel, Bodrum, with
its own private beach. Last year
also saw the reopening of Bodrum
Castle, a 600-year-old medieval
fortification, which had been closed
for restoration since 2017.
—Tamara Hardingham-Gill

74

TIME August 2/August 9, 2021

C O U R T E S Y A A R O N J A M I E S O N — R I T Z- C A R LT O N

The West African island of São
Vicente, Cape Verde, has vibrant
musical and cultural scenes,
which with the opening of the new
Floating Music Hub now extend
to the bay of Mindelo, its capital
city. This project from architect
and designer Kunlé Adeyemi
consists of three separate
but linked timber pavilions: a
recording studio; a bar; and a
multiuse performance space to
spotlight African music, dance
and art. It’s an idyllic venue to
experience live performances of
the Cape Verdean morna, a genre
made famous by the late Cesária
Évora, a legendary singer for whom
Mindelo’s airport is named. While
São Vicente is small, it is also
one of Africa’s fastest growing
economies, thanks in part to its
burgeoning tourism sector. Among
the lodging options in the pipeline:
the beachfront Meliá Salamansa,
featuring a spa with six swimming
pools, as well as 16 new rental
lodges from Barefoot Luxury,
featuring Scandinavian design
combined with locally sourced
African handcrafted furniture.
—Dorine Reinstein

N O R T H L A N D,
NEW ZEALAND
Legendary experiences
New Zealand’s northernmost
region is its fastest growing in
terms of population. But regardless
of whether visitors are there to
stay—or to stay for the night—a
host of new offerings are sure
to delight. The geothermal and
hot-spring complex of Ngawha
Springs reopened this year after
refurbishment, as did Te Ahurea,
a re-created Maori village
featuring workshops on traditional
handicrafts. Meanwhile, on the
shores of Hokianga Harbour,
Manea Footprints of Kupe is a
new cultural center and guided
exhibition that tells the story of
Kupe, a mythical explorer who
is reputed to have originally
discovered New Zealand, through
performance, film and large-scale
artworks. Off the east coast, the
Poor Knights Islands are home
to some of the world’s best diving
and Rikoriko, the world’s largest
sea cave. —Ali Wunderman
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Jaipur, India
MENDOZA,
ARGENTINA
Serving culinary
excellence outdoors

BELIZE
Striking a delicate balance
Belize takes protecting its pristine
environment seriously. In 2021, an
environmental coalition purchased
236,000 acres of the Belize Maya
Forest, protecting 9% of the Central
American country’s landmass—
as well as the spider monkeys,
jaguars and ocelots that call the
forest home. But as the economy
recovers—having been pummeled
by both natural disasters and the
COVID-19 pandemic—striking
a balance between conserving
the nation’s natural environs and
increasing tourism revenues will
be crucial. Belize is setting the
stage for more visitors with the
recent opening of the new Alaia
Belize, Autograph Collection,
Marriott International’s first resort
in the country. Meanwhile, airlines,
including United and Alaska, are
expanding their route offerings to
help accommodate future influxes of
tourists. Two new options for private
stays near nature are the beachfront
villas at the Itz’ana Resort &
Residences and Valley Stream, a
new ultra-remote private residence
situated within 200 acres of lush
rain forest.
—Ali Wunderman

NEW RIVER GORGE
N AT I O N A L PA R K
AND PRESERVE,
WEST VIRGINIA
Active nature

Cannes, France
Sea and be seen

This iconic location on the French Riviera is accustomed
to the limelight. But as Cannes emerges from pandemic
shutdown, the tiny town is honoring its own inhabitants.
Submerged up to 5 m below the sea, about a 15-minute
ferry ride from Cannes off the coast of Île Ste.-Marguerite,
the newly minted Underwater Eco-Museum (above) features
a series of towering sculptures of local residents, including
a 7-year-old student and an elderly fisherman. Each is
chiseled out of environmentally friendly materials by British
underwater artist Jason deCaires Taylor. The return of the
in-person Cannes Film Festival in July brought all manner of
A-listers to La Croisette, Cannes’ main boulevard, though the
place to stay is Hôtel du Cap-Eden-Roc, in nearby Antibes,
which is on its 151st season. And in the fall, look out for the
new Hôtel Belle Plage, an eco-conscious, wellness-oriented
boutique property from the team behind Paris’ trendy Hôtel
National des Arts et Métiers. —Chrissie McClatchie

Mendoza is a laid-back
agricultural province in
Argentina where wine flows
and outdoor dining is a must.
In the surrounding wine
region (the most famous in
the country), Casa de Uco
Vineyards & Wine Resort
stands by its own lagoon
and offers an epic traditional
asado—or barbecue—in the
vines. Downtown, the recently
opened La Central Vermutería
imports the classic vermouthbar tradition (vermouth on tap,
small plates, convivial vibe)
from Buenos Aires. Nearby,
the pared-down and thoughtful
Ramos Generales is one of
only nine restaurants in the
world run by Argentine culinary
icon Francis Mallmann. And at
Gaia Restaurant, a local chef
turns out six-course set meals
with ingredients from the
restaurant’s organic garden.
For a culinary-inspired souvenir,
pick up some handcrafted
cutlery (found on the tables
of many top restaurants)
from KDS Knives.
—Karen Catchpole

NUUK, GREENLAND
Pioneering capital
Big things are happening in one of the world’s
smallest capitals. The Arctic city of Nuuk, with some
18,000 residents, is poised to become the world’s
first certified “sustainable capital” by the Global Sustainable Tourism Council, which sets internationally
recognized environmental-protection standards in
tourism. A new coastal path highlights the city’s deep
connection with nature: Phase 1 is now open, featuring wooden footbridges that skirt the picturesque
mountainside. In the coming years, Phase 2 will highlight national heritage sites like the Herrnhut ruins.
There are plentiful viewing platforms to absorb the
scenic splendor, and Nuuk takes advantage of low light
pollution: northern-lights sailing trips allow visitors to
view the aurora in true Greenlandic fashion, making
a solid case for a future spot on the International
Dark-Sky Association list. —Lauren Breedlove

Island of Hawaii
Volcanoes and vistas

Astronomical haven
India’s “Pink City”
was already a famed
tourist destination,
known for its salmonhued palaces, colorful festivals and intricate craftwork. But
this year, in a bid to
boost tourism, Jaipur launched the
“Night Sky Tourism”
initiative, which provides visitors free access to telescopes
to view stars, planets and other celestial bodies. At the
heart of this venture
is Jantar Mantar,
an astronomical
observatory and
UNESCO World Heritage Site that houses
the world’s largest stone sundial.
There are also new
luxe lodging options
from hospitality
group Leela Palaces,
whose Leela Palace
Jaipur features private plunge pools
and personal butlers, and Six Senses,
which is set to open
a wellness center
and resort in Fort
Barwara, a refurbished 14th century
fortification.
—Abhishyant
Kidangoor

West Virginia’s New River Gorge,
encompassing more than 70,000
acres, became the country’s
newest national park and preserve
in December. The main artery of
the park is New River, which—
despite its moniker—is one of the
oldest rivers in the world, with
53 miles of free-flowing white
water. Towering above the river is
New River Gorge Bridge, which
hosts its annual BASE jumping
“Bridge Day” in October—making
this the only national park where
that daredevil activity is legal.
Climbers come for the sandstone
cliffs, some 1,200 ft. high, with
1,400 climbing routes, and there
are also more than 21 miles for
mountain biking.
—Aniesia Williams

Nicknamed the Big Island, the vast Island of Hawaii
has made use of the pause in visitors to rethink and
reset the direction of tourism—and better protect
its natural beauty. The statewide “Malama Hawaii”
initiative encourages visitors to connect with
the land in more restorative ways: among other
efforts, hotels are partnering with local nonprofits
to offer activities such as planting a koa sapling
and participating in beach cleaning. Elsewhere
on the island, Volcanoes National Park (left) is
undergoing a recovery project to repair damage
from the 2018 eruption of the Kilauea volcano.
Plans include a redesign of its visitor center to
better manage the overcrowding that has plagued
the park in previous years. And on the Kohala coast,
the Four Seasons Resort Hualalai is showing off
its multimillion-dollar pandemic refurbishment,
with updated guest rooms and villa expansions,
as well as a new 1.8 million-gallon swimmable
aquarium: the Kumu Kai Marine Center at King’s
Pond. —Diandra Barnwell
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HO CHI MINH CITY
Tastes of Vietnam
Ho Chi Minh City’s incredible food
has never been short of admirers.
Even so, it felt like a watershed
moment when Anan—helmed by
Vietnamese-American chef Peter
Cuong Franklin—became the first
venue in the country’s southern
hub to earn a berth in Asia’s
50 Best Restaurants. Franklin’s
inspired take on classics like pho
and banh nhung is indicative of
the culinary creativity at play in
the city. Notable recent additions
to the local dining scene include
Monkey Gallery, where chef Viet
Hong merges Vietnamese, French
and Japanese techniques and
flavors, and Esta, a self-described
“modern Asian eatery” with an
ever changing, expansive menu
that runs the gamut from smokedeel pâté to veal sweetbreads.
Both inspiring and delicious is
Ivoire, a bakery that specializes
in picture-perfect Vietnamese
interpretations of classic French
pastries, including small cakes
and macarons. —Duncan Forgan

LOS ANGELES
Hollywood’s next act
Anchored by the Academy Museum
of Motion Pictures, opening this
September with programming
curated by filmmakers Spike Lee
and Pedro Almodóvar, Los Angeles is
starring in its own comeback story.
Leading the post-pandemic revival
of cultural gathering spaces is the
Citizen Public Market (a food hall
in Culver City with a leafy rooftop
patio space) and an in-the-works
13,000-sq.-ft. brewery and tasting
room by the Black-owned South Los
Angeles Beverage Company. Downtown L.A. continues to thrive with the
arrival of restaurants like Damian,
a modern Mexican eatery from chef
Enrique Olvera of Mexico City’s Pujol,
and its companion backdoor taqueria
Ditroit, which churns out fresh
tortillas at a clip of over 500 per day.
Then there’s Proper Hotel’s latest,
148-room outpost, infused with the
neutral tones of Kelly Wearstler’s
warm and homey design aesthetic.
Sprawling luxury reigns in nearby
Beverly Hills at Fairmont Century
Plaza, which recently received a
$2.5 billion refresh complete with
Yabu Pushelberg–designed interiors
and one of L.A.’s largest spas, at
14,000 sq. ft. —Julia Eskins
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L A PA Z , M E X I C O
Laid-back vibes at the seaside

SANTA FE, N.M.
Monument to the Southwest
Santa Fe, steeped in history,
marked its bicentennial this year.
It also welcomed the arrival of
Bishop’s Lodge, an Auberge
Resorts Collection retreat nestled
near the Santa Fe National Forest.
A chapel built in 1874 by the first
Archbishop of Santa Fe stands at
the center of this luxury resort
and ranch, where guests can take
horses on guided trail rides. In
keeping with the Southwestern
spirit, the Santa Fe Railyard, a
cultural hub that offers commuter
train service, leisure activities
and an outdoor rail trail, is now
home to a new outpost of Bosque
Brewing Company as well as the
Opuntia Café, which has an indoor
garden and a selection of seasonal
bowls and toasts. Elsewhere, a
pandemic surge in bikers inspired
volunteers from the Santa Fe
Fat Tire Society to build a five-mile
loop at Galisteo Basin Preserve.
—Sucheta Rawal
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Lake Kivu, Rwanda
Solar-powered exploration

Rwanda’s already impressive array of unique, eco-friendly
and luxurious tourism experiences is about to add another
extraordinary stay to its roster. The Mantis Kivu Queen
uBuranga floating hotel, scheduled to open by the end
of the year, is a 10-cabin, solar-powered yacht—the first
of its kind in the country. This unique luxury experience
includes an onboard swimming pool and offers threeday cruises along Lake Kivu (above), a rift-valley lake
famous for its clear waters and stunning forests. Boat
passengers can continue their exploration of Rwanda’s
rich wildlife with a stay at the new Forest of Hope Guest
House and Camp in nearby Gishwati-Mukura National
Park, where tracking chimpanzees and golden monkeys
goes hand in hand with tree planting as part of the local
reforestation effort. —Aryn Baker

Christchurch, New Zealand
Rebuilding from rubble

Ten years after a devastating earthquake
razed much of the city, Christchurch is
fully in recovery mode, welcoming hotel,
restaurant and public-space openings
almost every month. The transformation can
be best viewed with a walk along the new
1.2-mile-long Otakaro Avon River promenade.
Highlights include the Riverside Market, an
indoor farmers’ market; the Turanga library,
which has been rebuilt to withstand seismic
activity using sustainable materials; and the
$475 million Te Pae Christchurch Convention
Centre, a curved gray brick building with a
flowing interior inspired by the Avon River (set
to open later in 2021). And although vacant
lots remain while rebuilding continues,
they are regularly filled with creative and
interactive installations such as hammock
forests and a coin-operated dance floor.
—Jessica Wynne Lockhart

Tokyo

The German
capital is poised
to welcome back
travelers. Most
notable among its
recent infrastructure
projects: the fall
2020 opening of
Berlin Brandenburg
Airport after nearly
a decade of delays,
with newly added
features like on-site
COVID-19 testing.
Visiting foodies will
love digging in to
the city’s on-the-rise
dining scene: noteworthy newcomers
include Tante Fichte,
the latest project
by Michael Köhle,
featuring visually
elegant dishes
created from local
produce, and plantbased zero-waste
Frea Bakery. Meanwhile, several major
cultural institutions
are undergoing
renovations along
stately Museum
Island, including
the Pergamon
Museum, the city’s
most visited.
—Blane Bachelor

Japan’s capital city is putting on quite a show this year as it gears
up for the delayed 2020 Summer Olympics. The newly renovated
Miyashita Park opened with more than 90 boutique shops, cafés
and a hotel under a glass roof overlooking the Shibuya district,
as well as a skate park and volleyball courts sprawled over more
than 10,000 sq m. Also new to the scene: the recently opened
Tokyo Edition, Toranomon, a greenery-filled high-rise retreat
designed by the architect of Tokyo’s Olympic Stadium, Kengo Kuma,
and the BnA_Wall, a boutique art hotel in Nihonbashi where a
portion of every stay goes to the local artist who designed the room.
Room themes include Kanto Iwamura’s minimalist and industrial
“Concrete Jungle” and Mako Watanabe’s “Sushi Wars,” defined by
glittering walls and bright colors. —Michelle Tchea

Gearing up for the Games
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The Mexican seaside city of La Paz
is two hours north of the popular
Cabo San Lucas and its busy
resorts, but with its laid-back vibe,
it might as well be a world away.
Visitors can take a relaxed stroll
on the malecón, a three-mile-long
pedestrian walkway right along the
Sea of Cortez, lined with oceaninspired sculptures and open-air
cafés. The newly opened Baja
Club Hotel, by boutique Mexico
City developer Grupo Habita,
occupies a colonial-era former
private mansion. Epic marine-life
encounters are the main draw to
La Paz and its surrounds—these
are the waters Jacques Cousteau
referred to as “the world’s
aquarium”—and there are plenty
of boat excursions to choose
from. On uninhabited Espíritu
Santo Island, just offshore, the
glorious Camp Cecil de la Isla has
luxe canvas tents with a canopy
of stars overhead. With new
American Airlines direct flights
from Dallas and Phoenix, La Paz
is primed to welcome many more
guests this year. —Terry Ward

BERLIN
Readying for
visitors

GRENADA
Luxury on the water
It’s no wonder that Grenada, one
of the world’s largest producers of
nutmeg, cinnamon and cloves, is
known as the Spice Island of the
Caribbean. Its lively food scene—
which features open-air markets
selling fruit and vegetables and
nearby vendors serving grilled
fish—is well worth a visit, and new
hotels and properties provide a
wide array of options for travelers.
The all-inclusive Royalton Grenada
Resort & Spa, which first debuted
in spring 2020, will finally reopen
this October after temporarily
closing its doors because of the
pandemic. Also new: The Point
at Petite Calivigny, built on
rolling hills that slope toward the
turquoise waters of the southern
coast’s Woburn Bay. Over on
Grand Anse Beach, the five-star
Silversands Grenada, one of the
island’s top luxury resorts, unveiled
a slate of multimillion-dollar villas,
offering guests an opportunity
to buy the property. For a more
personal private retreat, the familyowned, four-bedroom waterfront
Villa Solitaire has sweeping views
on two acres, and a daily menu
that celebrates local dishes like
oil down—a hearty stew of local
produce including breadfruit and
callaloo (a leafy green), salted
meat and, of course, spice.
—Kristin Braswell

NEW ORLEANS
Big Easy does it

A room at
the BnA_Wall
hotel in Tokyo

Music, architecture, art and
gastronomy are the pride of NOLA,
and lodging and attractions
coming this year capture and
expand on that spirit. Housed
in the city’s former World Trade
Center, the Four Seasons Hotel
and Residences brings new life
to the once shuttered riverfront
landmark and will feature a finedining restaurant from beloved
local chef Donald Link. The city’s
beating heart is on display with
live music at The Bar at Commons
Club, located in the Virgin Hotel
in the Warehouse District, and the
One11, the first hotel to open in
the French Quarter in 50 years.
Also in the Warehouse District,
the new Museum of Southern
Jewish Experience explores the
rich history of Jewish people in
the South. —S.R.
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PHILADELPHIA
Artistic growth
A city best known for its storied
past, Philadelphia is writing a new
chapter this year. The Philadelphia
Museum of Art’s elegant Greek
Revival facade has remained
largely the same since it first
opened in 1928, but the interior
now offers visitors a fresh
perspective with a Frank Gehry–
led redesign unveiled in May.
The space now includes access
to a previously off-limits vaulted
walkway and a stunning floating
staircase to rival the iconic steps
out front, made famous by Rocky.
It has also added 20,000 sq. ft.
of gallery space to include
exhibitions like “New Grit: Art &
Philly Now,” showcasing the work
of 25 contemporary artists with
ties to the city. The local culinary
scene is as vibrant as ever too,
with chef Omar Tate crowdfunding
the forthcoming Honeysuckle
Community Center in West
Philly, sprouted from his awardwinning dinner series of the same
name that centers Black culture
and history. And Ange Branca,
after closing her award-winning
Malaysian restaurant Saté Kampar
last spring, is back with Kampar
Kitchen, featuring meals for
takeout from a rotating roster
of chefs. —Regan Stephens

The Baobab
Treehouse at
Xigera Safari
Lodge in the
Okavango
Delta in
Botswana

INDIANAPOLIS
Bottle service

Okavango
Delta,
Botswana
An oasis in
the wetlands

Recognized by UNESCO
as a World Heritage
Site, the marshlands
and flooded plains of
northern Botswana’s
Okavango Delta are
a must visit even for
the most experienced
African-safari goer.
This year the area adds
two eco-friendly, solarpowered safari lodges
from which to explore its
natural bounty. There’s
the intimate Khwai
Leadwood, an upscale,
low-impact tented camp
on a community-run
concession along the
Khwai River banks, where
guests can take helicopter
tours for aerial views of
the lush ecosystem and
spot bathing elephant
herds and prowling
lions. On the fringes
of the Moremi Game
Reserve, art and animal
sightings define the
12-suite Xigera Safari
Lodge—an experiential
“living gallery” adorned
with the works of nearly
80 sub-Saharan-based
designers and artisans—
perched on stilts above
a languid water channel.
—Travis Levius

JASPER, ALBERTA
Canada’s cabin capital
Jasper, Alberta, with more than 400
cabins, cottages and other individual lodgings, is the Great White
North’s self-proclaimed cabin capital
and the gateway to Jasper National
Park in the Canadian Rockies. After
being closed for a two-year renovation, Whistlers Campground, the
largest camping area in the Parks
Canada system, is reopening with
some major improvements, including
repaved roads and new facilities at
each of its 781 campsites. There
are new food offerings in Jasper as
well as the outdoor fun. Jasper Food
Tours’ “peak-nic” excursion combines a picturesque hike with a backcountry cooking demo and picnic.
And the revamped Maligne Canyon
Wilderness Kitchen serves an array
of locally smoked meats and hearty
sides (like maple baked beans and
mac and cheese) at the region’s
deepest canyon. Good thing you can
walk it off. —Carolyn B. Heller
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COURTESY XIGER A SAFARI LODGE

Indianapolis may be a smaller
city, but it’s packed with standout
restaurants, museums and
sports centers. Its latest draw
is the Bottleworks District,
a $300 million reimagining of
the historically significant spot
where a Coca-Cola bottling plant
operated from 1920 to 1969.
The heart of the area is the
boutique Bottleworks Hotel,
which occupies the top floors of
the 1920s Coca-Cola building
with faithful Art Deco design
and a beautifully restored spiral
staircase. Nearby, the new Garage
Food Hall is a lively open space
of over 20 local vendors, including
La Chinita Poblana, a beloved
Asian-fusion taco spot, and Axle’s
Garage Tap, with 20 craft and
specialty beers on draft. Rounding
out this 12-acre entertainment and
hospitality complex is the Living
Room Theaters, showing a mix
of mainstream and independent
art films. —Aniesia Williams

G Y E O N G J U,
SOUTH KOREA
Historic gem
South Korea’s “museum without
walls” is an ancient wonder that
keeps evolving. The city enjoyed
a nearly thousand-year reign as
the capital of the ancient Korean
kingdom of Silla. Gyeongju’s
abundant archaeological sites
include temple and palace ruins
and nobility burial mounds.
Ongoing excavation efforts are
still uncovering Silla’s treasures—
last year’s major find was a pair
of 5th century gilt-bronze shoes.
Late last year, the newly refreshed
Gyeongju National Museum’s
Silla History wing was unveiled by
acclaimed Seoul design outfit Teo
Yang Studio, showcasing the area’s
ancient artifacts within a modern,
minimalist setting. The launch of
new bullet trains, meanwhile,
will slash journey times between
the city and Seoul, bringing fresh
eyes to view the old capital.
—Duncan Forgan
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Costa Rica

S T. L O U I S
A reinvigorated downtown
Known as the Gateway City, St. Louis
boasts a number of noteworthy
happenings in 2021, just in time for
Missouri’s bicentennial. On the food
front, Casa Don Alfonso, the first
stateside outpost of Michelin-star
Italian restaurateur Mario Iaccarino,
debuted at the Ritz-Carlton
St. Louis, featuring traditional dishes
from the Mediterranean. The mixeduse City Foundry STL is the area’s
first true food hall, serving everything
from Argentine empanadas to dosas
and Bombay sliders. A duo of flashy
hotel openings—Le Méridien
St. Louis Downtown, featuring an
open-air pool deck, and 21c Museum
Hotel St. Louis, offering artexhibition space in addition to its 173
rooms—are set to expand the city’s
hospitality options. Other ongoing
transformations include the Brickline
Greenway, connecting pedestrians
and cyclists to city parks, and
Laclede’s Landing, a strip of former
warehouses renovated into a trendy
restaurant and nightclub district
on the Mississippi riverfront. Also
coming: the new St. Louis City SC
soccer stadium will be home to the
city’s first MLS team when it debuts in
a revitalized section of downtown, not
far from the landmark Gateway Arch
National Park. —Katy Spratte Joyce

Committed to conservation
Thanks to Costa Rica’s conservation
efforts, forests now cover 53% of the
country’s lands—a dramatic reversal
after decades of severe deforestation—
and 98% of its energy comes from
renewable sources, a strong step
toward its goal of becoming one of
the world’s first decarbonized nations
by 2050. The ethos of Costa Rica’s
newest hotels aligns with the country’s
commitment to sustainability: Nayara
Tented Camp (left), for example,
has invested in reforestation efforts
while offering cliff-top glamping
with unmatched views of the Arenal
volcano. The eco-conscious Six Senses
Papagayo—with its own organic
farm—will be the ultra-luxury hotel
brand’s first development in Central
America. And solar panels power the
new Cielo Lodge, overlooking the
Pacific coastal village of Golfito.
—Sucheta Rawal

Athens

A cruising renaissance

While destinations such as Boracay,
Cebu and Palawan nailed the mass
market, the teardrop-shaped island
off the coast of Mindanao until
recently had been best known to a
dedicated band of surfers lured by
consistent waves. But the secret
is out, and new spots are popping
up on the island, including the
beachfront Inara Siargao Resort,
an intimate five-suite property
that can be booked on Instagram.
Just before COVID-19 shutdowns,
Siargao got additional cell towers
to improve data connectivity, which
will be a boon to tourism when it
reopens to vaccinated international
travelers. —Duncan Forgan
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The lauded “temple town” of
Siem Reap—a leafy riverside
departure point to the majestic
Angkor Wat—is in the midst of
a metamorphosis as part of a
grand modernization plan. New
wider roads, cycle lanes, parking,
car-free pavement and gardens
will make for a more walkable city,
while at Angkor, a forest network
of shaded bike paths, pedestrian
boulevards, landscaping and the
removal of vendors have reduced
the bustle, providing peace to a
sacred experience. Bonus: the
return of wildlife—otters frolicking
in moats, gibbons swinging in the
treetops—thanks to concerted
reintroduction efforts at the
Angkor Archaeological Park. Back
in town, the hip Wat Bo quarter is
the new address of atmospheric
cocktail spot Miss Wong; boho
Laundry Bar, a favorite of expats
and locals alike known for its
live gigs and DJ sets; vegetarian
fusion at farm-to-table restaurant
Banlle; along with new waterfront
pop-up bars, beer gardens and
vegan street-food stalls.
—Lara Dunston
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S I A R G A O, P H I L I P P I N E S
Surf’s up

Athens’ post-pandemic recovery
will be buoyed by the waves. Its
chief seaport, Piraeus, the largest in
Greece, is the locus of the revival of
European cruising, as resort ships
resume their circuits of Greece
and the Aegean Sea. Passengers
can choose from two new ships:
Celebrity Cruises’ luxury vessel the
Celebrity Apex, and Silversea’s
new flagship, Silver Moon, which
will both sail to islands including
Santorini and Mykonos, with some
itineraries including Cyprus and
Haifa, Israel. And in a nod to the
country’s sporting past, the Athens
Olympic Museum opened in May.
—Tamara Hardingham-Gill

S I E M R E A P, C A M B O D I A
Wildlife and wonders

Khao Yai National Park, Thailand
Leave no trace

Thailand’s most cherished natural wonders benefited
from the pause in international and domestic tourism.
Rangers in Khao Yai National Park (above)—a vast
expanse of forest and grassland indented by rushing
rivers and spectacular waterfalls—have reported
an uptick in wildlife sightings during the pandemic,
featuring a cast of animals including the Asian
black bear and the gaur, the world’s largest bovine.
Indeed, authorities are doubling down on efforts to
preserve the area’s majesty—a recent, well-publicized
initiative returned left-behind garbage to litterers’
homes. The park has also seen another kind of growth
with hotel openings such as the all-villa Roukh Kiri
Khao Yai and the upcoming InterContinental Khao Yai
National Park, which will feature upcycled train cars
that have been transformed into luxury suites. —D.F.

Talkeetna,
Alaska

Mountain majesties
Midway along the
Alaska Railroad’s
470-mile journey
from Seward to
Fairbanks, Talkeetna
has long served
as a quaint and
convenient stopover
on the way to Denali
National Park. But
a cosmopolitan
vibe lurks beneath
its 1890s edifices,
evidenced by
storefronts offering
artisanal eats, like
the newly opened
Mimi’s Haus of
Cheese, along with
gourmet coffee,
craft beer and
legal cannabis.
A hot-air-balloon
attraction arriving
this summer will
take tourists 250 ft.
into the air, affording
unfettered views
of North America’s
tallest peak amid the
Alaska Range. Upon
their return to earth,
Talkeetna Alaskan
Lodge is jazzing
up the overnight
experience with the
addition of 60 new
high-end rooms.
—Brad Japhe

C ÁC E R E S, S PA I N
A multitude of cultural riches
The traditional ocher-andalabaster streets of Cáceres
look like a scene from an old
sepia photograph come to life.
Located in Extremadura, Spain’s
least touristy region, Cáceres’
old town, a unique mix of Roman,
Islamic, Gothic and Renaissance
architecture surrounded by
large stone walls, is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Just
outside town, the Hospes
Palacio de Arenales & Spa
underwent an expansion and
redecoration of its historic
buildings in 2020, adding an
infinity pool. Another addition
is El Museo Helga de Alvear,
which houses the country’s most
significant private collection
of international contemporary
art. A luxury 11-suite Relais &
Châteaux hotel—complete
with heated floors and marble
bathtubs—will welcome guests
to the refurbished Renaissanceera Casa de los Paredes–
Saavedra this fall, and brandnew city tours highlight Jewish
history, Muslim art and more.
—Robin Catalano

REYKJAVÍK, ICELAND
Abuzz with openings
Reykjavík—Iceland’s capital,
fueled almost entirely by renewable
energy—is alight with excitement.
Upcoming hotel debuts include
Radisson Red Reykjavík, a 203room building painted red, black
and white to reflect the country’s
basalt columns and lava flows, and
the much hyped Reykjavík Edition,
the first from a modern luxury
resort chain to open in the city.
Also new on the scene is downtown
vegetarian takeaway restaurant
Chickpea, offering freshly made
falafel, flatbreads and more. The
world-famous Iceland Airwaves
music festival is set to resume
later this year with acts such as
singer-songwriters Bartees Strange
and Arlo Parks, just as the aurora
borealis returns to dance in the
winter night sky. While the lively
and colorful Reykjavík is a top-tier
destination in its own right, it’s also
a perfect home base for a more
remote getaway, with gorgeous but
underappreciated coastal towns
like Vik and Seydisfjordur just a
day’s drive away. —Alex Fitzpatrick
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ACCRA, GHANA
A hub for creativity and culture
Accessing the Ghanaian capital
has become even easier this year,
with last fall’s debut of Qatar
Airways flights from Doha and
new thrice-weekly United Airlines
service from Washington, D.C.
And there are plenty of openings
to help fill an itinerary: ADA,
a contemporary gallery that
launched late last year, showcases
the work of emerging creatives—
such as paintings by Nigerian
artist Eniwaye Oluwaseyi and
South African artist Zandile
Tshabalala—from across Africa.
A new architecture school, the
African Futures Institute (AFI)
debuts at the end of July, with
a focus on cultivating regional
talent. The AFI is the brainchild
of Lesley Lokko, the founder and
director of the Graduate School of
Architecture in Johannesburg, in
collaboration with award-winning
Ghanaian architect David Adjaye.
And next year, the Pan African
Heritage World Museum is
scheduled to open. It will house
archives, exhibits, galleries and a
theater, with the aim of being a key
destination for visitors interested
in connecting with Africa’s history
and its people’s heritage.
—Rosalind Cummings-Yeates

HANOI
Renewed life in the Old Quarter
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An affordable artistic incubator
On the south side of the River Thames lies
the Royal Borough of Greenwich, a buzzy
neighborhood known for its maritime history
and for being the home of the prime meridian,
from which the world’s time zones are
measured. It’s also home to the brand-new
Design District, a car-free area comprising 16
buildings intended to provide an affordable
home for creatives. For the first 12 months
of its operation, creators can rent a desk, a
floor or an entire building for just £5 ($7) per
sq. ft. The area is gearing up after 16 months
of lockdowns and restrictions in the U.K. to
welcome visitors once more with the plan to
host the Greenwich+Docklands International
Festival, which will showcase climate-related
art installations—including artist Dan Acher’s
We Are Watching, a 10-story-high flag featuring
an image of a giant eye—ahead of the COP26
climate summit in Glasgow in November. In
early 2022, the charity Queercircle will open the
U.K.’s only permanent art space dedicated to
LGBTQ+ artists, in the Design District.
—Suyin Haynes

Oslo

Munch to do
This fall will see the opening of Munch (right),
a waterfront museum in Oslo dedicated to
the art and life of Edvard Munch, the famed
Expressionist painter of The Scream. Despite
the shutdowns, an eclectic roster of new
restaurants and bars are also opening in
Oslo, including ZZ Pizza, which serves pies
inside an old car wash, and La Mayor, which
will offer contemporary Mexican dishes with a
focus on seafood. On Holmenkollen hill, above
the city, Rose Castle is a new permanent art
installation featuring paintings and sculptures
that commemorate the invasion of Norway
during World War II. And by 2022, some
27 miles north of Oslo, award-winning design
firm Snohetta’s Solobservatoriet will open as
the largest solar observatory north of the Alps
with a planetarium, northern-lights exhibit
and more. —Terry Ward

HUDSON
V A L L E Y,
NEW YORK
Brick by brick

KRUGER NATIONAL
PA R K , S O U T H A F R I C A
On the wild side

The Hudson Valley,
known for its country charm and succulent agriculture,
is fast becoming
one of the most
popular locales in
New York—thanks
in part to an influx of
city dwellers relocating during the pandemic, as well as
the opening of Legoland in Goshen.
Travelers will also
have their choice of
new hotels: Hutton
Brickyards in Kingston, with luxury
cabins close to the
Hudson River, and
The Maker, a hotel,
restaurant, lounge
and café in Hudson
that celebrates all
things artisanal.
Farther south, the
revitalized Blue
Hill at Stone Barns
has a new chefs-inresidence program,
bringing in more
talents to shake up
its famed kitchen.
—Diandra Barnwell

Memphis

Expanding on a legacy
Memphis, Graceland’s home, is in the
midst of an exciting evolution. In the
historic South Main Arts District, the
Memphis Central Station gleams after
a careful restoration. Now, in addition
to serving rail customers, the station
also houses the Hilton-run Central
Station Hotel (above), which features
both a listening lounge with 500 vinyl
albums celebrating the city’s musical
legacy, and Bishop, a French finedining spot from local James Beard
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Vietnam’s 1,000-year-old capital
is embracing change while
maintaining a strong sense of
identity. This balancing act is
exemplified by the new Capella
Hanoi, a 47-room hotel where
architect Bill Bensley pays homage
to the opera of the Roaring ’20s,
while the city’s more flamboyant
side is showcased in another
major hotel opening: Dolce by
Wyndham Hanoi Golden Lake,
a glimmering building billed as
the world’s first gold-plated hotel.
Hanoi’s incredible street-food
culture is another source of fierce
civic pride. Lovers of pho, the city’s
signature dish, were gratified when
Pho Gia Truyen—one of Hanoi’s
most legendary vendors—was
recognized in Asia’s 50 Best
Restaurants “Essence of Asia”
list in 2020, a collection of storied
venues that represent the spirit of
gastronomy in the region.
—Duncan Forgan

Design District,
London

darlings Andrew Ticer and Michael
Hudman. Meanwhile, the Hyatt Centric
Beale Street—the first hotel on that
famed stretch—has opened its doors.
New dining options abound as well: sip
in-house roasted coffee while mastering
your Queen’s Gambit at the Memphis
Chess Club’s downtown outpost;
or consider stopping by the recently
arrived Bain BBQ food truck for Texasstyle smoked beef ribs and brisket.
—Jenny Peters

Santiago de Compostela, Spain
A rare pilgrimage

For more than 1,000 years, Catholics have made the pilgrimage to
this holy city in northern Spain to visit the shrine of St. James the
Great, now the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela. This year is
the perfect time to join them: according to an ancient papal edict,
if you pass through the cathedral’s holy door in a year when the
feast of St. James falls on a Sunday (as it does on July 25), you will be
forgiven all your sins. The basilica is newly spruced up—its ornate
baroque facade unobscured by renovation works for the first time
in eight years. Hungry pilgrims can also enjoy the finest bacalao in
Spain at Solleiros at the nearby Praza de Mazarelos. Last year, the
restaurant’s traditional recipe for salted cod beat 230 others to be
named the best in the country. —Dan Stewart

The problem with train rides is
that the scenery flashes by far
too quickly. Not so with a newly
opened South African hotel, Kruger
Shalati Train on the Bridge,
which, as the name suggests, is a
revamped steam train parked on a
bridge suspended over the Sabie
River in the country’s biggest game
reserve. After Kruger National Park
was established as a conservation
area nearly 100 years ago, the
local train service was largely
discontinued for fear of disturbing
the wildlife. By the 1970s, only the
984-ft.-long steel bridge remained.
But the old carriages have been
brought back, reimagined as luxury
cabins with floor-to-ceiling windows
promising unparalleled views over
watering holes teeming with hippos,
crocodiles, elephants, antelope, and
the leopards and lions that stalk
them. Unlike most trains, on this one
you get to stick around to see what
happens next. —Aryn Baker

S O U T H E R N C A R PAT H I A N
MOUNTAINS, ROMANIA
Returning to nature
Formerly endangered by the
illegal clear-cutting of forests
and excessive hunting, Southern
Carpathia’s magical Fagaras
Mountains are now center stage
of efforts in Romania toward
establishing a new national park.
Nearly 3 million saplings have already
been planted on reclaimed land, and
animal populations are increasing
too, with the reintroduction of bison
in 2020. Foundation Conservation
Carpathia is partnering with Steppes
Travel and the European Nature Trust
to run trips in the region, where a
percentage of the proceeds from
each booking gets poured back into
rewilding and restoration projects.
Combining stays in remote wildlife
hides with nights at the family-run
Amfiteatrul eco-resort, guests
are invited here to experience the
“Yellowstone of Europe.” August
2021 will also see the return of
Fagaras Fest, a celebration of the
area’s natural heritage, culture and
biodiversity. —Hannah Foster-Roe
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HELSINKI
Giving old spaces new purpose
Long recognized as an
environmental leader, Finland’s
capital may soon be seen as
a burgeoning art hot spot as
well, propelled by projects
like this summer’s inaugural
Helsinki Biennial. Hosted on the
uninhabited Vallisaari Island, a
former military base 20 minutes
by ferry from the city center, the
biennial will feature works by
more than 40 artists and groups—
including sculptor Pawel Althamer
and filmmaker Wanuri Kahiu—that
speak to the event’s overarching
themes of interdependence,
sustainability, and creators’
relationship with nature and the
sea. Another recently repurposed
landmark is a newly opened
hotel, Scandic Grand Central
Helsinki, housed inside the same
Art Nouveau building as the
historic Central Railway Station
and developed in partnership with
the Finnish Heritage Agency to
protect the station’s architectural
and cultural integrity. Still in
discussion: a refurbishing of the
capital’s Hanasaari coal-fired power
plant, which under one proposal
would become a gigantic hub for
Helsinki’s arts and culture scene
after the plant ceases operations
by 2024. —Suyin Haynes

SEATTLE
Visions of the future
In 1962, Seattle’s Space Needle
debuted at the World’s Fair as a
vision of the future. Some 60 years
later, the city is wowing visitors
with the groundbreaking Climate
Pledge Arena. This $1 billion
project will be the world’s first
carbon-zero arena and will play
host to the Kraken, a brand-new
NHL team hitting the ice in the
2021–22 season—ice that will be
made of collected rainwater. The
city also has a dynamic restaurant
scene, including the first fixed
location from Dat Creole Soul, a
popular food-truck business from
chef Hampton Isom that will serve
gumbo, jalapeño hush puppies
and fried catfish. For something
else old that’s new again, reserve
a table at Canlis, a 70-year-old
restaurant that just named
Aisha Ibrahim as its first female
executive chef. —Stacey Leasca
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PA R I S
The royal treatment
The City of Light may be in the midst
of a 21st century infrastructural
renaissance—including new
bicycle lanes and a car-free city
center—but its tourism offerings
maintain their ties to the region’s
rich past. In May, the Bourse de
Commerce–Pinault Collection, a
contemporary art gallery in France’s
former commodities exchange,
opened. Designed by Japanese
architect Tadao Ando, it hosts the
vast art collection of luxury-goods
tycoon François Pinault, joining the
ranks of collections from Fondation
Louis Vuitton (by Frank Gehry)
and Fondation Cartier (by Jean
Nouvel) in Paris art spaces. Not far
from the capital, the new Airelles
Château de Versailles, Le Grand
Contrôle, a 14-bedroom hotel in a
17th century mansion designed by
Louis XIV’s favorite architect, Jules
Hardouin-Mansart, has debuted
amid the famed palace’s formal
gardens. With a signature Alain
Ducasse restaurant, a wellness
center and an indoor swimming
pool, guests can live—if briefly—
like modern kings. —Dana Thomas

Patagonia
National
Park, Chile
Sustainable
investments

text tk

Chile’s Patagonia
National Park has long
been a destination for
travelers from across
the globe seeking an
adventure in nature
and/or a luxury retreat
(standouts include
Tierra Patagonia Hotel
& Spa and Explora
Lodge). Now the park
has also become a beacon
of clean energy. Since
last September, it has
been powered by 100%
renewable energy, thanks
to the installation of a
new hydroelectric-solar
microgrid. And earlier
this year, the regional
government announced
more than $5 million in
funding to improve trails,
create a state-of-the-art
visitor center and add
infrastructure—including
roads—to better serve
the park’s surrounding
communities. The park
system includes 10 million
acres of land where
condors, guanacos, pumas
and many deer species can
roam and be protected.
—Nadia-Elysse Harris

CHIMANIMANI
N AT I O N A L PA R K ,
MOZAMBIQUE
Doubling down on conservation

A group on
the river in
Patagonia
National Park
in Chile

M E R I D I T H K O H U T — T H E N E W YO R K T I M E S/ R E D U X

Decades ago, poaching in the
Chimanimani Mountains helped
fund wars. But now, Mozambique’s
recently designated Chimanimani
National Park, located in
Zimbabwe-bordering Manica
province, is a testament to the
country’s ongoing conservation
efforts. With a vast landscape
including Mozambique’s highest
peak, Mount Binga, the park is
home to rare mountain elephants
and dozens of birds, reptiles,
butterflies and plants that are
unique to the area. Guided-tour
groups in both Mozambique
and Zimbabwe recommend
Chimanimani as a top attraction,
boasting walking and hiking trails
untouched by cars—and the
chance of glimpsing some of the
hundreds of species identified by
recent biodiversity studies in the
area. —N.H.
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A view at
the Oberoi
Marrakech

SINGAPORE
Superlative city-state

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
Reveling in art
The largest public collection of contemporary Inuit art in the world is
housed in a groundbreaking cultural
campus, Qaumajuq, which opened
this spring in Winnipeg. Inuktitut for
“it is bright, it is lit,” Qaumajuq has
a scallop-shaped exterior inspired
by the landscapes of the northern
reaches of Canada. The collection
includes more than 14,000 pieces
of Inuit art, and the museum’s
leadership aims to foreground
Inuit with its Indigenous Advisory
Circle, which offers guidance on
exhibitions and programming. The
opening of Qaumajuq highlights
the creative side of Winnipeg, a
prairie city that is also home to the
acclaimed Royal Winnipeg Ballet.
Other cultural offerings include the
annual Warming Huts contest—in
which competitors design and
build small, hutlike shelters or
installations along the frozen river—
and winter’s acclaimed New Music
Festival, where subzero outdoor
concerts are played on instruments
made of ice.
—Karen Burshtein
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Montana’s premier ski-country
destination is primed to lose its
under-the-radar status as flocks
of all-weather outdoor enthusiasts
embrace its proximity to Yellowstone and the cowboy energy of
nearby Bozeman. Big Sky is reveling
in its cool-kid status, thanks in
part to a pandemic-related boom
(and hit TV shows Yellowstone and
Big Sky). This year’s most seismic
shift is the November opening of the
luxury Montage Big Sky, a ski-in,
ski-out resort with a private golf
course, a bowling alley and access
to four miles of private riverways for
fly-fishing. Airlines, too, are betting
on Big Sky’s appeal: Alaska recently
added more flights to Bozeman, and
new Southwest flights began taking
off in the spring.
—Stacey Lastoe

Zurich

Culture you can bank on
Although known as a financial center,
Zurich also ranks among the most
livable cities in the world and boasts
the highest concentration of creativeindustry companies in Switzerland. Its
young creatives are revitalizing formerly
industrial neighborhoods like Districts 4
and 5 in the west. The opening of Bridge,
a market and food hall with funky cafés
and artisanal purveyors, complements
nearby art galleries, including the

Uyuni Salt Flats,
Bolivia
Salt-flat homestays

Salar de Uyuni is perhaps Bolivia’s
best-known geological wonder,
thanks to its blindingly white
landscape. From December through
April, rainwater blankets the saltcrusted surface, creating a mirror
effect with the deep blue sky, melding
into the distant horizon. Hot on the
heels of Kachi Lodge—featured
in TIME’s 2019 World’s Greatest
Places—another destination hotel
recently opened near the famous
salt flats: Explora’s Uyuni Lodge, a
minimalist base close to Tunupa
volcano and run in partnership with
local families. It’s part of the new
Travesía Atacama-Uyuni experience, a
multiday 4x4 journey taking travelers
from the world’s driest desert in
Chile to the world’s largest salt flats
with local homestays in between.
—Travis Levius

Museum for Design, which hosts
exhibitions on fashion and other aspects
of design. Zurich’s first capsule hotel,
Green Marmot, offers an affordable
and modern alternative to the ubiquity
of five-star accommodations. And the
extension of Kunsthaus (above), which
will make it the country’s largest art
museum when it opens in October, is
certain to cement the city’s cultural
bona fides. —Michelle Tchea
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Singapore frequently tops lists as
one of the world’s greenest, safest
and most ethnically diverse cities,
among other superlatives. Adding
to the Southeast Asian citystate’s many attributes: the sleek
and centrally located The Clan
Hotel Singapore, which opened
this year with a top-floor infinity
pool and a Rolls-Royce airport
transfer for suite guests. By
contrast, the new 198-room Dusit
Thani Laguna hotel—on the
grounds of the Laguna National
Golf & Country Club, about 10
miles from the city center—feels
like an isolated oasis. It offers
access to two championship golf
courses, three swimming pools
and a Thai-influenced spa, as well
as a complimentary shuttle to
downtown. In an effort to further
boost local tourism, Singapore is
extending its SingapoRediscovers
program—originally slated to
end in June—through the end
of the year, issuing vouchers
to residents worth around
$74 to spend on tours, hotel
accommodations, attraction
tickets and more. —Dan Q. Dao

B I G S K Y, M O N T .
The great wide open

VENICE
Future-proofing an icon

Marrakech, Morocco
A place of beauty

Marrakech’s famous (and frenetic) medina is a test of navigational
skills, but it’s well worth visiting the winding alleyways and narrow
market stalls. The lauded El Fenn, a hotel near the souks, has
recently added new suites to its series of 12 interconnected riads
(or traditional Moroccan homes), along with a new bar and add-ons
to the spa. The Oberoi Marrakech, which debuted right before the
pandemic, offers a respite, seated on a 28-acre estate dotted with
citrus trees and courtyards with reflecting pools. Elsewhere, worldrenowned chef Jean-Georges has opened two restaurants—one
serving East Asian food and the other boasting some of the best
pizza in the city—in the newly renovated La Mamounia, the almost
century-old palace hotel frequented by Sir Winston Churchill, for
whom the property’s iconic bar is named. —Diandra Barnwell

After a truly lousy 18 months—
first the devastating floods of
November 2019, followed by the
COVID-19 pandemic—Venice is
ready to begin again. Its focus:
mitigating the crowds and the floods
that have threatened the city’s
fragile infrastructure. Authorities
are proposing curbs on Airbnb
lettings; cruise ships have been
barred from sailing through the city
center; and day-trippers will pay a
tax from January 2022, reducing the
load on the city’s delicate streets.
Meanwhile, newly functioning
barriers mean increased protection
against flooding, with extra
protection on the way for the lowlying St. Mark’s Square. In 2017, the
city banned new hotel developments
in the city center—meaning Ca’ di
Dio, a five-star hotel opening this
summer, will be one of the last grand
additions, as will the Radisson
Collection Hotel, Palazzo Nani,
located in a 16th century patricians’
home. Local businesses are doing
their bit too—like Go Guide, a group
of 19 local tour guides who joined
forces to create itineraries that take
visitors beyond the popular sights
of the Rialto Bridge and St. Mark’s
Basilica to unknown corners such
as the city’s ancient red-light district
and a medieval banking area. The
basilica, which was closed for
restoration after those 2019 floods,
has since reopened. —Julia Buckley
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